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For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


An Enquiry refpecting the Effetis of the Bite of a Cater« 
pillar. 


eke es | in the month of September laft, as I was fitting 
ws) onthe fea beach on the northern coaft of Devon, I per- 
ceived lying near me a large dry bough (probably wathed in by 
the furf or {well of the fea), and on a nearer view obferved a 
very beautiful large caterpillar adhering to one of its twigs or 
branches, [ took it up and laid it on the palm of my hand, 
much pleafed with the variety of colours and ftreaks that ap- 
peared on the fur or down of this crawling caft-away tra- 
veller, and returned with it to the houfe [ came from (hard by) 
with a view of amufing fome little boys I left there, and whom 
I found on my return ftanding round the tea-table, near the 
company. I accordingly called to the youngelt, a little boy, 
and told him I had fometh'ng curious in my hand to thew him, 
and flipped the worm from my own hand into hisas privately as 
I could ; which the child received with a mixture of laughter 
and concern (feeling, probably, fome fuch a fenfation as a tame 
rabbit feels feated by a country kitchen fire with a couple of 
hounds on each fide of him), and walked round the room, and 
exhibited this creature to the company, and then came up and 
returned it to me. I took it from him, and held it in my hand, 
I believe, for about the fpace of five or ten minutes, during 
Vou, X. 252. 4D whieh 
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which time I examined it very minutely, and obferved he feemed 
to cling very clofely round one of my fingers. 

My coriofity having been fofficiently gratifred, T was unwil- 
ling that for all this entertainment the poor worm fhould fall a 
facrifice to the children’s wanronnefs ; and therefore threw it 
oot of the parlour where we had been fitting into a grafs plot 
joft before the houfe, by way of giving him his life and liberty 
again; for I think nothing can be more painful to a liberal 
mind than the idea of a flate of captivity. 

Bot notwithftanding all thefe merciful intentions, it fhould 
feem by the fequel, that the indulgence fhewn him did not com- 
penfate for the firft violation offered, in my feizing and making 
him a prifoner ; for on my taking horfe about half an hour 
afier the manumiffion, I perceived, or rather felt fomething, as 
it were, inthe finger of my glove, as if fome young prickly 
forze or browfe. had got intoit. On examining I found no- 
thing of any fort, and put on my glove again. ‘The fenfation, 
however, continued, more or le{s, till I arrived at my own 
houfe, but being very infignificant, | at that time thought no 
more about it; butin the night, as I Jay im bed, I felt fuch a 
vat itching, that I could not compofe myfelf without a violent 
fcratehing, which I obferved in the morning had brooght on an 
inflammation to my finger, and it looked very red and angry. 

I thought that this muft certainly be occafioned by the bite or 
fting of the caterpillar, and yet I had never heard or anderttood 
they had this biting quality; {was therefore inclined for the 
prefent to fofpend my judgment, 

Prefently after this deliberation, the little boy’s father called 
at my houfe (who was himfelf likewife prefent at the exhibition 
above mentioned), and [ naturally afked him whether his little 
boy had complained or felt ary inconvenience fom the cater- 
pillar. He immediately anfwered, that the child had been com- 
plaining ever finee that the infect had hurted or pricked his 
hand ; but it foon left the child without any further vifible or 
material effect whatioever, 

This information confirmed me in my opinion beyond doubt, 
that the hurt I had received in my finger mult have proceeded 
from the venom and bite of thisworm. The isflammauon 
continued, I believe, more or leis, for the fpace of a fortnight, 
and was in€reafed fo much at one time that I really thought ic 
would@ghave maturated and broke, and that my nail would have 
been affefted by it. However, the inflamniation at laf, by de- 
grees, went off; but 1 observed the fkin peeled off wherever the 
part had been affected, and there appeared round marks or 
rings, as if caufed by anincentation or bite. My finger at this 

moment 
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moment, though quite found, is not entirely reduced to its 
natural ftate, and whether it ever will may be doubted. 

I fhould be obliged if any of your correfpondens could in= 
form me whether they ever knew or heard of the like, and 
whether itis underftood among our modéra Plinies to be the 


nature of the caterpillar to bite fo hard, 
VERITAS. 
December 8, 1787. 





AMEE ? OS Co? 1 Oe 


HE frequent taking of oaths is apt to leffen the reverence 
of them, and to lead to perjury. It is an evil among us 
to be lamented, that our laws require oaths upon too frequent 
aod too frivolous occafions, which in all pfobability has been 
the means of increaling the fin of perjury amongit us. Even 
to have the name of God in our mouths uponevery flight oc- 
cafion, without due reverence, though not in the way of fweare 
ing, is not proper, becaafe it tends to leflen she reverence of 
his name in our minds, and to make us ofe it without having 
that ref{peétful veneration which we ought to have at the utter- 
ing of it. We ought to imitate the example of the famous Mr, 
Boyle, who never uttered it in difcourfe, without making a 
paufe, asa token of the refpect and veneration due to it. 





’ On the Politenefs of the Prefent Age. 


OLITENESS has been defined to be an abridgement of 
P every good quality, but it was, 1 prefame, the politenefs 
of the lait age. That praétifed in the prefent, deferves a very 
different definition ; and may, I think, be called a temporary 
imitation of every good quality. 

That aviform fteady politenefs which makes a man equally 
defirous to thew his good-will towards bis fellow-creacures, and 
unwilling to give pain, is an accomplifhment as unlike that 
aimed at among us as tin is to filver, The one is innaté and 
permanent, the other acquired and fluctuating :—no education 
can give the former, no rufticity can conceal it ; bat the latter 
depends oa the dancing-maiter, and exiits only in the hall of a 

alace. 
As there are fome individuals on whofe perfons all infraction 
is beftowed in vain, who, bad they been the {cholars of Guido, 
4D2 would 
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would never have had an idea of grace ; who in fpite of f{plene 
dor with which they are furrounded, and the titles heaped on 
them, are ftill clowns, fo are there fome in the loweft ranks of 
mankind, who, in their meaneft occupations, difcover not only 
grace but dignity,——Who has not feen a peer of the realm with 
a deportment that would only become his footman ? or what at~ 
tentive obferver can fay he never faw a fcavenger or coal-porter, 
whofe natural addrefs would not have difcredited a much higher 
tation ? 

But external ¢onduét is but one branch of politenefs: there 
is a politenefs of the mind which thould precede this. He who 
profeffes his with to ferve me fhoul. feel that with at his heart ; 
he who condoles with me mutt have in his veins ‘* the milk 
of human kindnefs,” or elfe his offersand his fympathy are only 
the cant of that fort of good-breeding, which implies every 
thing, and generally means nothing. 

For the birth of thefe reflections I am indebted to a recent 
inflarce of good breeding in a nobleman of very high rank, 
who is every day extolled as a model of courtly elegance, and of 
whole claim. to tae ciaradler of.a gentleman, or aman of hu- 
mane difpofition, I will leave my readers to judge, when J have 
Jaid betore them the following letter, which, on inquiry, I find 
to contain matter of fact, 

‘ . SER, 

MY fituation in life is that of an opulent, and I hope re- 
fpeftable trader, A few months ago declining health made a 
vifit to a watering place in Somerfethhire neceffary for me ; and 
as I iove my family, and withed to gratify them, | took my wife 
and daughters with me. ‘The place was fo filled with invalids, 
andthofe who came to fhare the invalids’ amufements, that there 
was no choice of lodging. We were accommodaied in a fecond 
floor, and that under us was inhabited by a fawily of the firit 
diftinétion. ‘The journey was nearly fatal to me, but I began 
to amend foon after my arrival’: and fhould, I believe, ina 
tew weeks have been able to return to my compting-houfe could 
i have enjoyed the comfort of fleep, but it was the cultom of 
my lord and the ladies to’ begin a concert at midnight, aod when 
thus diilurbed I could reft no more that night, Imagining the 
firit time that it was accidental, and being unwilling to give 
offence to my fuperiors, and thofe who were.tenants prior to 
myteif, I bore it:—the following night I hoped it coula not be 
their conftant practice, and again fubmitted to it, but in the 
moraing J Jéarat that this unfeafonable amufement had coa- 
tinued ever fince they took the lodgings, As the chief bleiling 
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of my life, my health was at ftake, I took the liberty in a very 
humble card to requeft his lordfhip to alter the hour of his con- 
cert: to this I received no anfwer, aor was the cuftom given 
up. My wife next applied to the ladies—they gave themfelves 
airse—they knew nothing about it—my lord was from hom:, 
and the woman moft ca!l again in the afternoon. 

To this my fpirit would not ftoop. It is foreign to my pur 
pofe to tell you how I revenged myfelf, but if { fupprefs it you 
may fuppofe I ftill fubmitted. As I knew the confequence of 
this midnight revelry, was, that the gentlefolks lay in bed till 
noon, I made one of our family fervants, whenever there was 
mofic at night, the next morning {crab one of the floors over 
the fleeping-rooms, with as much noife as fuch an operation 
could occafion. Regard for their own peace did what ha- 
manity had failed in: the concert foon ceafed, and I tood very 
willingly all the complaints the ladies uttered to thofe from whom 
they knew I fhould hear them, of the mifery of living under 
the fame roof with people who kept Cheapfide hours. 

My revenge was a Gigreflion. ‘It was my bufinefs to mark 
the compatibility of modern good-breejing and inhumanity. 
I am fatisfied from good authority, that 1 was not a marked 
victim of his lordfhip S's, rudeoefe, for his behaviour is capricious 
to all, and often sagate rably isiolent ; but yet who dreff+s, who 
bows, who fimpers fo admirat ly, 4 Og gracefully, fo gracicafly as 
this diltinguifhed nobleman ? 

1 am, Sir, your’s, &c. 


A PLEBEIAN, 


The forepoing letter I would have fuppreffed as being pete 
fonal, bur confiderin, g that a ftranger to the fact could not apply 
it, and’ that thofe wio were informed of it already knew as 
muctr as they woald learn from it, I conceived it would do no 
harm, and remind’ fome one or other of the incongruity it 
points out.— An incongruity fo unbecoming the Ea rlith cha- 
sactér, and produétive of fo much pa tin, that nothing x tending to 
difcourageit can be deemed futile, 

yi liete. ure fome feéts and bodies of mea who havea fort of 
my ftie jargon unintelligible,at leaft in it: right fenfe, to perfons 
not initiated.’ The corporate infec ratability is common amoog 
our bigh-bred people, and is generally called, faying one thiag 
and meanitig another; they Know whiat they intend by their 
words, and their ore ice “is repulated by this knowledge ; but 
to one of ‘the ploduer , in tne ‘be: iten track of fince rity, | it m ikes 
them appear d riff in bli ng by pocrites. Ly is likewife ane iti it 
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gitl have I feen tempted to intimacy by the urgent goodnefs of 
2 lady of fuperior rank, who has {von found that the had erred 
lefs hac the only curtfied, and fimpered and difb:lieved all the 
fine things her ladythip faid. And often have I been reproved 
for lony abfence, when in my heart I was convinced it was more 
acceptable than my vifits. 

A ftrange kind of ignorance is an attribute of fafhionable 
good breeding. A siecle is invited by another to a dinner- 
party—he js intradeced to his friend’s wife, who behaves with 
winning affability, and by that fort of modifh eafe which, ace 
companied by fincerity, would be very amiable, the foon oblite- 
rates from his. memory the novelty of their acquaintance. In 
doisg the honours of the table, the accepts his offered affittance, 
and repays him with abundance of fmiles. Perhaps in the 
evening, at her particalar requeft, he makes a fourth at a whilte 
table :——the exprefles herfelf much indebted to him, as her haf- 
band had. informed her he never played when he could avoid it 
—tells him all the little difficulties that arofe in adjufting her 
party, and how diffreffed the fhould have been without his aid : 
he takes his leave, and pleafes himfelf with thinking he has 
formed an agreeable intimacy. 

Well now—who would not imagine that thefe two perfons 
moult become fociable azquaintaace ? ~No—good- breeding fore 
bids it.—-They meet the next evening at Ranelagh: the gen. 
tleman approaches, bows, and offers to {peak :—the, in the 
centre-of a line of what the calls her {riends, curtfies a /a latiere ; 
prefents him with a repelling vacant flare, that fays, I know you 
not ;— pafies on, and giggles with her elbow neighbours.—But 
fhould this identical gentleman be again invited to dine, fup, or 
Spend an evening, as he will be in the courfe of Whom we mu/? 
aft before we go cut of town, he will find madam as captivating 
asat firt—the will recognize him as an old acquaintance, with, 
perhaps, a promife that the fhall never forget his charity in 
making up the whiit-table, 

The reafon of this abfurd conduct is, that the foundation of 
modern civility is not arbanity, bat a defire of fame—fame of a 
particular fpecics, for no one cares how rude they are in a third 
place, but at home they with to acquire the character of polite 
they are ftudious to have it faid they do the honours elegantly, 
This defire of fame is not wholly for its own fake; there is 
another latent purpofe. “I'he more agreeable they reader thew 
houfes the greater refort they draw, and who does not know that 
above halt of the felicity of dom son depends on living in a 
crouc ?—But furely they cannot think politenefs more attractive 
for being local or temporary. 

Much 
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Much has often been {aid of the manners of perfons of noble 
family as befpeaking their nobilitv. I have often heard it af- 
ferted that a gentleman or lady of really high-birth might be 
difcovered by the extreme courtefy of their behaviour, whereas 
in plebeians,er thofe newly raifed from that order,there is a dif- 
regard to be obferved which evinces vulgarity... 1 beliewe time 
was when this was very true; bot thattimeis, { fear, no longer. 
Some remains of that valuable accomplithment, called olde 
fafhioned good manners, are occafionally to be met with in pere 
fons verging towards the decline of life ; bat let no one expe 
it where the party is under forty. . The generality of our young 
people in high life will be found to behave in a manner that, 
were it not for their titles, or fortunes, would be deemed info~ 
lent and faucy. A lady may fall down a flight of ftairs with- 
out any gentleman’s interpofing to fave her ; and a gentleman, 
unlefs recommended by a cockade, or a fword-knot, may {peak 
twice to a lady without her vouchfafing him a reply. 





Jorhe PRINTER of the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 
SIR, 


ROM fome materials in my poffeffion, which no other per 
fon could poffibly have, I do myfelf the pleafure of antwere 
ing your corre{pondent’s queries relating to the vicar of Bray, 

There is certainly fuch a parifh as Bray, it being a vicarage in 
Berkthire, in the deanery of Reading, and diocefe of Salilbsry, 
valued in the King’s books at more than any other living in that 
large deanery. ‘The advowfon of Bray is in the prefeatation af 
the Archbifhop ot Canterbury, and the Bithop of Oxfords 
propriator. 

There was, witbout doubt, a vicar of Bray, wha lived at the 
time pointed out im the fong; to prove which, { have now bes 
fore me, two authentic and uncancelled deeds of 2 houic is 
Tagnton, the former beariag date October 1, 1674, and is & 
feoffment made between Grace Sparke, of Courchendford, ia 
the parish of Church-Taunton, inthe county of Devon, widow, 
of the,one part, and Francis Cirfwell, clerk, vicar of Bray, in 
Berkthire, of the other part. ‘The confideration was 1gol. for 
a houle thea in pofleffion of Richard Goddard, bat then late of 
Philip Lyfant ; and the juvforibing witneiles were Edw. Thane 
fton and Edw. ‘i’buritoa, junt. 

The other deed is dated O&ober g, 1652, and isa releafe 
from the faid Francis Carfwell, vicar ot Bray, with the addi« 
tional 
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tional title of dofor in divinitys,and Grace his wife (late 
Grace Sparke, daughter of the aforefaid Grace Sparke, widow), 
to John Friend, of Taenton, gentleman. The confideration 
received by the vicar of Bray, runs in thefe words, viz. ** Ope 
hundred and three feore pounds in filver, one broad ‘piece of 
gold. four guineas of, lawful money of England, and a d/ack 
mare,” The fubfcribing witneffes. to this deed are John Cory, 
J. Marthall, and John Mofgrave,. 

Hilary term,. 4th of William and Mary, a chirograph of a 
fine in Latin, made out in the old court hand accompanies this 
deed, levied by Francis Carfwell and Grace his wife, to the ufe 
of the faid John Friend. But what is very extraordinary, this 
vicar of Bray is every, where jn each deed, as well_as in the fine 
called Francis Carfwell; yet both he and’ his wife have fub- 
fcribed theit names in fach mahwer thatoit mutt be read Cay/- 
quctt or Carfnett. r 3 

In order to fettle this mifake T took the trouble td thumb 
over Neves Fa/ft, from which I obferve that this'man was fo, far 
from poflefling any exiraordinafy’chorch’ preferment, that Edo 
rot. fied his name either fpelt’ one way! or the other: in the 
whole beck. We may however conclude that his fatore:more 
refembled the willow than the oak, forif he was -vicarjof Bray 
in the Ufurpation, it is certain he conformed at the Reftoration, 
which prevented his being ejected and thereby efcaped the fate 
attending jome of his brethren® on: Bartholomew dag, 1662. 
Hence if was that he is unnoticed by Calamy; in his Noncon- 
formilt, and Walker, in bis Sufferings of the Ciergyphadié 
Dofinefs with fuch charatters. ; 

The above deeds not only \prove him. tobe wicdarof>Bray 
coring the diffipated reign of Charles the-Second; atul ‘she pais 
piflical government of James the Second, but thatlie alfo'domd 
bis ground at the Revolution; for in the fourth jest of tite 
reign of William and Mary the above fine was acknowledged ; 


‘ang there i$ no doubt from this géntkman’spliant difpofition, 
but Ke continued to be vicar Of Bray till Kisdeath, which;:at- 
,cordipg to the fong, did not happen. wnti he had farvived the 


Tory reipn of Quven*Aniie, and entered upon the Whig bei 
of George the’ Firlt; "fo chat* this ‘vicar’s refolutiowor being 


“és {ubjeetto the hig her péwerd,” preterved his poftefions daria 


five very ciflerent and contradictory scigas, Bipedially with te. 
gard to chusgifigovernment, . 

Ibis thisseivlution of ** becoming all things toall men,” in 
all cafes and upger all circumiabees, that mikes thé loofe apper 
garment of religion Gt fo ealy éven’ upow Lord” Che Rérfiéld’s 
bypocritical difsiples, But certainly'a diflémbling prieft, formed 
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vpon this new plan (whatever his outward graces may be) is as 
injurious to fociety as the old covetuous tutncoats,, whom we 


roverbially ftile Vicars of Bray. 
. , y, R. LOC K E, 
Burnham, November 19, 1787. 





NATIONAL AFFAIRS; 
For NOVEMBER, 17874 
{From the Enetisu Review.) 


TURKS AND RUSSIANS. 


is ier fappofed confederacy of European powers to expel 
the Turks from Europe, and to divide the dominions of 
the Sublime Porte, renders the rife, the duration, and pofiible 
fall, of that great emipire an interefting fubje& of inquiry and 
ipeculation. Near five centuries have elapfed fince the com- 
mencement of the Ottoman power. Motamafem, the cighth 
caliph of the Abbafian line, intfoduced this race of barbarians 
to the throne of Mahomet. The numerous hody of Tureo- 
mans, a ferocious people who had fprung from Scythia, whom 
he kept in his pay arid attached to his fervice, becoming con- 
{cious of their own ftrength and the weaknefs of their matters 
gradually afflumed the reins of government. Having embraced 
iflamifm, they. rofe to the honowts of the ftate ; aamitted to aa 
intimacy with the caliphs, they fomented quarrels between the 
princesof the blood, and deftroyed the one by the other. Whea 
the caliphate had become a vain title, aod the empire was torn 
to pieces by the Selgicucid Turks, the Ottomans, defcended 
ftom the Ogufian Turks, who had been expelled by inteftine 
wars from the borders of the Cafpian Sea, effe&ted another re- 
volotion., Othman, the braveit of all the emirs, who led thefe 
ferocious barbarians, having feized Bithynia, became the founder 
of the Ottoman empire, which, under his facceflors, continued 
ually to extend its territories and augment its power, till 
ahomet the Second having taken Conftantinople, annihilated 
the lat remains of Roman greatae(s, and feated himflf on the 
throne of the Czfars, 
TURKISH FINANCES, 

The finances, the military forces, and the power of this formi- 
dable government, are but little onderftood by the generality of 
readers, The chiet impoits, which are authorized by thie Aleoran, 
Vou. X. 253. 4 E are 
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are of four kinds: 1. The Moukalaatou is properly the domain 
of the fword of Othman, the portion which the prince referved 
for Rimfelf at the divifion of the conquéfts ; of which three lots 
were made, the firft for the monareh, the.fecond forthe mofques, 
and the third for the troops. ‘The laft was divided into timars, 
or miftitary -benefices, which were diftributed to the foldiers. 
The lands belonging to the prince in each of the provinces are 
farmed By the bathaws. . In thislaré. likewife tofipr¢hetded the 
maritime or frontier taxes, the canfifcations, which are very free 
quent in Tatky, afd the’ pfopérty of thofe wWhé die without 


heirss Al gy 
A Vrack® TS 

The fecotd object 6f révefue 18 a& fm pohealled 4¥aris, fimie 
inilar to ourdand-tax, which, is ,colleéted indiferiminately from 
all the lands fituated in the domains of the Empetor, if thofé of 
the fofques, or in the timars, ‘THe occupiers of land ‘are liable 
to the, tax ¢onfarmably.to a certain rate, whether jn the couhrry 
or iar the towd, by whatever title they raay hold their eftates. 


BAC HARA DG 


The third ipo, of Which frequent motian is made id, the 
Alcoran,: is the Bacharaée,'a fort of pollstax, paid by all thofe 
wholn thé maffulmen ell Giaurd, or infidels; fuch as the Rethan 
Catholics, the Greek thatch, the Arménians, and Jews, Tt 
confilts of an arbitrary imfpofitiony accordmg to the ability and 
religion of thvfe whom the Terks call infidels, The Romaa 
Catholics and the Jews are rated the highett, 


GDGELEBKACHAN, 

The fourth import is called Gdgélébhacham, and has for its ol» 
jo@ the carrying Of cétimiodisies, and other nece@ary effetts; 
wiiether for journies of the iulcans, or the march Of the 
troopss The séceffiry cr avarice Of the emperors or their mk 
pillert, has. tate this impolt Jike the*poll-tax of the giaurs. 
This ¢xaGtion has nor a little contributed to the troubles and ins 
furredtions dias have harafféd the empire. 
~ ‘The product of thefe four impofts amounts to about one 
nillidn five hundred fory-one*thoufand. and fixtysfx pounds 
ferling. The products of Egypt, and the province of Bagdad, 
areaut included ia this amgupy, ;Thefe two flares pay the Porte 
a tribaye pa ratoral produciious, fuch as Hax, colice, figai, rice, 
lentils ¢. they egigctain all the irdops employed im their uctedce ; 
foppory the whale, expes-: of the adminifration 3 aiid, befides 


the, commodities, ju, .menwoded, fend the Porte & tribate of 
moey 
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money of fifty-eight thoufand three hundred and thirty-three 
pounds fterting for Egypt, and forty one thoulaod:4ix hundred 
and fixty-fix for Bagdad. neiW 

Such is the ‘amount of the ‘Torkith finances, according to 
the account of Mf. Degirardin and the Count of Marfigli.: This 
does not give us a high idea of the riches of the Ottoman em- 
pire ; but ic is far frdom including all its refources. Jt includes 
not thé fonds and revenues of the mofques, amounting to a thigd 
of the conquetts; which belong to the-ulema, or-body of ecclee 
fiaftics, “When the priefts and Gadis ‘have received a falary, 
which jis fixed, the remains of the revenues, daved under the 
infpection of the Kiflar Aga,-are depofited in a treafary, and 
are ngt permitted to be touched bat for wars of religion. Burt, 
as all their wars are againft heretics, they are all counted rehigi- 
ous; and thus the property of the mo{ques is‘applied'to cafe 
the burdens of the ftate. rt 

Refides thefe ‘regular foarces of revenue, the emperor fre- 
quently avails hjnfeif of that text in the Alccran by which she 
is eftablifhed the.reprefentativeof God on earth to govern man- 
kind by his fovereign pleafure, Although he'is now** the fole 
proprietor of .his empire, and the heif of all his fabjects,” 
as has been “affetted” by ‘Yome author?, yet'he can’ punith with 
death or confifcation of property whomfoever hé pleafes svithout 
the form df a trial, dr'even the°crime being’ known.’ 


S'‘O'L' Do FoR R Y, 

~ The Ottonvan ‘foldiery confifts of the Timarians, or‘ holders 
of military benefices, who are obliged to entertain at theit own 
expence, gadfo condact.tojthe aray gr the, fro tiers, in cafe of 
Del bys a,number of troops in. proportion to. the value of their 
Tumars.. be Spahis, an ordet of cavalry’ better difciplined, 
and moc frequently affembled’ together, are “paid’our of the 
pubhc.treafury, and have greatly contributed to the nomerdas 
sanapetts wich the emperors have made. That forniidable boly 
of, ofantry FrstaoHtanss have often fapported aid oftén thaken 
the throne, ‘Tyo lefs confiderable ‘corps,’ the Jébegpis dnd 
Dopgis, ag the Janiffahes ‘to ae the“bouridatles of the 
CMpUsa.ot intimidate the emperor. “Lhe Afaps, or Zegbans, 
are, woops occafionally aflembled to ferve in tle moment of ne» 


Salita bie the coalt-guards and arriere-ban in France. 
~he 


imiitacy and-fanatical fervour of the frit muffulmen, 
who were equally animated by the love of plunder and the glory 
ef martysdom, has’ in {ome meafure €vaporated. Still, how. 
ever,.the Turkith foldiery is high-{pirited; brave, ‘and obitinate. 
The, frm belief in predeitination, corroborates the native te. 
4E2 rocity 
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rocity of the. Turks ; but valoor.is their chief if not their fale 
virtae. While the European nations, with whom’ tlcy lave 
been accuftomed to engage in, hoftilities, have introdaced im- 
‘ovements, and even revolutions, into the att of war, as well as 
into all other arts, the Ojtomans continue flationary, and follow 
the example of their fathers, _ Attached to all the prejudices of 
ft times, ignorant of military difcipline, and unacquainted 
, with the, } oropean. improvements, how have they been enabled 
to preferve {uch extenfive and fuch vulnerable dominions, and to 
defend theméelves again she meditated holtilities of powerful 
nations fo far advanced in civility and the arts ? 
This, ingviry becomes the more curious and important when 
we confider.the fhort and trapfient, duration in general of the 
:Orieotal kingdoms, The firt Affyrian empire is faid to haye 
fabfifted fifteen hundred years ; but that belongs to the region 
ef fable rather than of true bigory. When we come to the 
iod of authentic record, we kuow that the fovereignties of 
ineveh and of Babylon had a fedden termination. Even the 
empire of Cyrus, though eftablifhed by confummate wifdom as 
well. as heroic valour, lafted only two hundred years, Modern 
Perfia has experiencedthe fame revolytion as the ancient ; and 
the throne of I{pahao has often been fhaken. But the Ottoman 
power, though fituated ip the neighbourhood of the molt en- 
lightened and warlike nations of theearth, remains invulnerable; 
as ifthe Torkith creed were true ** that the houfe of Orhman 
isto lait cpeval with their ize, which is only to terminate 
with. the world,” es ay non 


THE CAUSES EXPLAINED. 

Without attributing any thing miraculous of evén marvellous 
to the interpofition or protection of Mahomet, we may trace the 
palladipm of Turky in the political ficuation ‘and jéalods {pirie 
of. the European nations. he’ powers of Europe form’ # kind 
of regal. republic, in which no on¢ kingdom can bear the tran- 
Scendant elevation of anther, Such 4 rich’ prize a3 the’ domi- 
nions of Turky, if grafped by any European’ porentate; would 
awaken the jealouly and animofity of’ the neighbouring ‘tates. 
The emprefs of Ruffia has frequently caft an ambitious-eye to 
Conftantinople ; has projefted ‘a new Greek'etpire 5’ and! piven 
the name of Conftantine the Second to a prince.of ‘het blood, 
But her great diftance from the fcene of holtility would expofe 
her armies and navies to accidents often more fatal than the 
fword., Notwithitanding the atténtion fie has ‘given’to her 
marine, fhe is far from being powerful’ at’ fea.’ ‘Befidee the 


firength of Ruffa at prefeat is fttétcled beyond its! tateral di- 
menfions. 
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menGons,.. The empire is not alive in all its.parts. The im- 
provements which have taken place in the Capital are ndt diffuled 
among the provinces. While the motion of the’ hearts’ pree 


ternatural the extremities are frigid and motionlefs, ' 


HO L Lb AYN’ D. 

In another corner of the political hemifpheré, where there 
feeméd, to be @ cloud bigger than a man’s band, chat porteitied 
tempefts and deftyuttion, unexpetted tPanqiillity and péeaé# arc 
apparently eftablifhed. But ‘appearances in ‘the’ politici? as 
well as in the natural world are often deceitfal.”’ [herd is a 
{well in the fea when the tempeft is over;' and when a conffag- 
rationfeems to be extingaifhed, embers are often concealed ia 
the athes, The ftroug feelitigs of nations, like thofe'of iitivi- 
duals, may be defeated without being fubdued; and’ from’the 
reitraintof temporary power the paffions of men may reécbver 
their bias, and return to their natural bent wit't redoubled’ vi- 

our. No fuch appéarances, however, can at prefer 62 difco- 
vered in the Dutch Netherlands. “While daily acteffiéns' are 
made to the powér of the ‘{tadcholder, and the limits "fet th’ his 
authority becoming more obicure and invifible, the republican 
zeal of the people has ceafed to'flame, or is changed into’ a{pi- 
rit of fubmiffion ‘ and “atcommbdation. rd atk 

Tn. former. times revolutions have been incident to “free go- 
veramepts, as well’ as to defpotic ; republics Wave beta over. 
turned, but feldom ‘without the horrors of ¢ivil warj:d Copious 
‘effafion of blood, and‘a'violent convulfion of the whole political 
fyttem. Such a rapid, and at the fame time fuch’a peaceful re- 
volutiéh, ad thagwhich thas lately takenplace in HoNand, is ua- 
precedented.jn hiftory, Time only can initruct usin its progrefs 
and its, confequences, : 
A-cordial alliance. between Great Britain and the Dartch'Ne. 
therlands,would reitore hele provinces to their nacaral ftatidh in 
the fyfem of Europe, and perhaps to their former one Sai 
apsieat, {plendour. “The progrefs of Amerita in opuléic re. 
Gacment, and - tire Arts, he bat arrelted “by the coarfyvions 
conlequcaton their allertino-of liberty and: independedde'f tic 
» Peshag ati she Dacca may be prevented, and their public ‘féficicy 
ovFettorec, by their regog nizance of antient leagues, and their rc- 
bodera.so Tegal, authority, 

eds tend FR! A’ Wi@omy 

oA-tpixit of liberty, and ideas with-révird’ tothe rights of man- 
kiad, have now pervaded the Preach “iutioa,y’ “An enthuffaltic 
admiration of freedam hds ‘charatterifed the ‘literati’ oft B¥ance 

for 
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for half a century paft ; -and-as the ipflyance of :letters is more 
powerful in that kipgdam thap ip-any other par of Eorope. 
that enthufiafm is vow diffafed among,the people. ‘The’ pe 
ble and benevolent Feselon was the firlt of thafe {peculative pa- 
triots, who, even during the reign, and at the court of Léwis 
the Fourteenth, exhibited fin his Telemachs a bold portrait of 
defpotiim, anda fatireon the ambitionof that prince. 

Since. Montefquiew’s «* Spirit of Laws” began ito enlighten 
Evrope, and tanght.men to think like citizens, ityhas been A point 
9f honowr and of fathion among the-F. ench to efpoufe the caofe 
of tiberty, and 40 diffufe the feelings.of patriotifm. Philofophy, 
hiftory, poetry, and romance, have united their forces to breals 
the.chains of flavery andto vindicate freedom. So firong was 
the curstat of republican fervour, that even ‘Voltaire, who, 
though he {purned at the altar, kneeled hombly at,the foot of 
she-throne, caught for qnce the contagion of philanthropy, and 
anvoked the dramatic imufe to ¢elebrate the patriotifm of 
Brotus. : 

The vicinity of Ropland, the favoured and of freedom ; 
thejintredadtion of Englith books, and even newfpapers, which 
are toad. with avidity. andenthufiafm ; and the recent emapcipa- 
sion of America, at which the fubjeéts.of a defpat became the 
eftriors of liberty ; have given the French nation a fenfe of 
mghts and-privileges from. which they are debarred, and a relifh 
tor blefings which they are not permicted to enjoy. 

This general adoption of new political.opicions in France 
forms an eta in the hiltory of that country. At the peripd of 
the ‘Refermation fanaticifm was the powerful, ally of patriptifm 
in England, Switzerland, and the ;Low Countries ; sperba the 
fathionable freethinking which at prefent chara@erfes France 
may prove an aoxiliary no lefs ufeful to the cause of freedom. 
Woth ik¢fe extremes. deprive, authority, of its,mot pawerful faup- 
port, foperitition, 

A change of politica] fentimenis jin, a.pajyign, howeuer,.dges 
pot necefiarily imply a change of government;and 99 sevo- 
lution was:ever brought abut by, the mere.force of {pecalation. 
The Grong preflure . of particular igcidents, mult coa¢urgwith 
‘she general, paifion for freecom 10. call forth aad concenjrate, the 
energy of awhale people. ‘To this happy coscutrence.of par- 
ticolar circumflances to corroborate general feelicgs, Athens, 
Rome, England, and Holland, have been indebted for their 
liberty. Nor have partiedlarcaufes of difcontents and mur- 
murs againft the government been wanting in France. During 
the adminmittration of nine fugcefive. minifters, the annual ¢x- 
pedditure of France -has execeded the anowal.sevenue. The 
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enligttened dad patriotid Adminifttation’ of M. Neckat*forars’ 
thé ecly excéption. That aptight tarefian and able financier; 
dirtng the crifis of an experfive war, rendered the receipt fy- 
prior to the éxpence’; and by his vigilant admisiftration would, 
m # few years, Havé extinguifhed a great part of the aational 
debt, if jealdofy: atid cabal had permitted him to remain. ist of- 
fice. By an incredible and incomprehenfible diffipation of the 
public niondy, M, de Calonne has left 4 deficienty of ‘a handecd 
atid forty milliotd of French livres. New taxes, always odious 
in the timé of peaée, Became neceflary; thole propoled by tt 
Monareh wete particelarly obnoxious ; the yoice of the people 
has reached the throne; and the King has made concefijons'to’ 
his Pathameénts. 

The Frenehnation, however, is by no means ripe fora revo= 
lotion. A temporary difgal or indignation at an anpopalar 
miniftry, and -even of the royal family, has excited a geacraf 
{pirit of oppohtion and mutmaring, and roafed the fubjefs of 
defpotifmh tod freedom of fpeech- and conduct, feldom dit 
covered'even‘in frée governments. But violent ' paiions arent 
the mot laftitigs It is probable that thé tide will ebb as ic has 
flowed. Tie charaéter of the French is too volatile ‘tobe per- 
manent, They aré compofed of siaterials too fine or frivolous 
to retain a durable impreffion. In France there isa fafhion and 
a-rage in philofophy and policies as well asin drefs, Some con-— 
céffions in favour of the fubjet may be granted, as has been 
ufual daring the reigns of weak Princes, Some mitigactoas’of 
arbitrary power may be made.; perhaps /ertres de cache may be 
abolifhed ; the mode of levying and collecting taxes rendered 
lefs. oppreflive ; and a /ittle charter of Preach privileges diftin- 
guilh the.reign of Lewis the Sixteenth. 


MEETING OF PARLIAMENT. 


No minifterever met Parliamentin a more dignified potat of 
view than Mr, Pitt has done at the opening of the prefent fel- 
fions, ‘ The members of the Hou of Cammons have for once 
unahimoufly expreffed the gentral fatisfaction and cordial con- 
gratulations of the nation which they reprefent. The events 
whith Tiave “taken” place during the récels of Parliament, have 
promoted the public profperity, aad added to the national ho- 
nour. A dangerdus rebelliou has been fuppréffed in the Dutch 
Netherlands; a party who have ufurped dominion have been 
removed from power; an ancient ally has been reltored to his 
hereditary dignity ; and the bleflings of regal government re= 
covered to a Country which was threatened with, fabdjection to 
abfitocrati¢’ tyrandy. ‘The fybste” mathigations af French po- 

‘hity”. 
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licy have been deteQed. and defeated ; aud the ambition of a 
reflel rival humbled and deprefled. After a long and -cala~ 
mitous war, io which this kingdom fought for its exifence, it rofe 
inftantly to arms when. fammoned by the cal], of suffice and of 
boxcur ; by meritorioufly. ftepping in to fuccour the diftrefied, 
and to preferve the independence of a country to ‘which they 
were indebted for liberty at the glorious Revolution, Britain has 
retrieved her rank among the nations, and refamed her ancient 
dignity in the fyfiem of Europe., While the objeéts of war 
have been gained abroad, the bleflings of peate have been en- 
joyed at home, and tranquillity reftored to the continent with. 
out the effufion of blood 
The commercial advantages acquired by the nation have kept 
pace with the progres of its political importance 3 and to what. 
ever point we look in the wide extended circle of our dami- 
nions, we difcern the moft aufpicious omens of public prof. 
rity. The affairs of India not only retrieved but rendered 
ourifhing ; the diforders in Ireland compofed, and tranquillity 
reflored to that ifland ; the trade of America reverting to its ane 
cient channel; an extenfion and increafe of commerce beyond 
the examples of paft times ; the annual revenue. exceeding the 
aninoal expence by a million and a half; commercial capital, 
ingenuity and induftry, giving us the foperiority in every fo- 
reign market ; and the balance of trade in oar favour with ail 
the nations of the worle, are indications of prefent and pros 
mifes of futate felicity, thet muft give the mot cordial: fatise 
fa€tion to every lover of his country, and infpire a confidence in 
the meafures of thofe miniflers by whom fuch advantages have 
been gained. So ftrong, indeed, at prefent, is she current of po- 
pular favour, that fatuon has ceafed to mormer and oppofition 


to oppoie. 





The Folly of Boafting of Ancefiry- expofed, inthe Charafer 
of Mr. Blazon: PAY ‘ 


[From a New Colle@tion of periodical Effays, entitled the Pharos, ] 


Reft not under the expired merits of others, thing by thofe of 
were: Sir Tnomss Biowne. 
$1R, 


Was lately invited. to fpend. a-few.days at the houfe of Mr. 
Siar, Ms prone ade oe confiderable eflate at = 
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Qur, acquaintance arofe from an accident ; for having fome 
bufiwels to tranfaét with him in London for another perfon, he, 
upon, finding that my name was , immediately afked ms 
if L was, sof the North or Weft-riding ? I replied that my 
family Was originally fettled in the Weft-riding ; he then took 
me by the hand, declared his happinefs in meeting me, told me 
my family was as ancient and as honourable.as any in the coun- 
try.5 and infifted. that when I next came into it J fhould vific 
him at Blazon-hall. 

He was fo urgent, that I could not avoid promifing to accept 
his kindnefs, though I found little in him that attached me, 
and am extremely fhy of making fudden intimacies ; and ac. 
cordingly, when I next fteered toward my native county I made 
Blazon-hall in my way. 

Upon my arrival I was flruck with the venerable appearance 
of a-very: flately manfion,: the ftyle of the architecture fhewed 
it bad.weathered the Reformation ; it was now much out of re- 
pair, uninhabitably fo,I conceived it, and imagined it ftood only 
becaufe its pofleffor confidered it as defiving fantctity from its 
antiquity. 

Bat: this I foon learnt was the prefent dwelling-houfe, and 
here I was received with all the hofpitality of the time when it 
was beilt. Mr. Blazon protefted again my fervants or lorfes 
Being fent away—it would be an irreparable difgrace to his 
family—his-ftables could accommodate a troop of horfe, and 
nothing belonging to fo refpectable a vifitor, as now honoured 
his rock, fhould be catertained elfewhere. 

 was:thewo into a large antique apartment in a fate of 
miferable decay, where I was introcuced to Mrs. Blazon, and 
the yoang gentlemen and ladies—dejection fat on the countes 
nance of the lady of the houfe, and ancouth rafticity marked 
her offspring. We fat down—my holt gave me the hittory of 
hi > who built-it, whe had occapied it, who had be- 
fieged, and who defended it; at the end of which narration 
feeming warmed by the recollection his occafiona! biographital 
digreflions excited, he rofe, and telling me, if E loved hiftory, he 
could entertain me, defired me to follow him. I obeyed, and 
was led throagh bed-chambers, kitchens, halls, and coatis, 
light. and dark paffages, to aa entrance which befpoke a modera 
édihce.—Here ftopping of a fadden,—Sir, faid Blazon, [ have 
Beep gt the exrence of building this gallery fora very grand 
purpole, for which’ my pofterity will be in the hiyhei degree 
indebted to me :—then pauling, he pulled from bis. pocket a 
Jarge bunch of keys, and with an air of more folémh impor. 
tance “than I cat ednvey an idea of, pat meeinso she Jock and 
Vor. X.*258) = <* 4F , tur.eg 
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turned it, He entered, I followed, and found myfelf in a large 
lofty room hung with many portraits, fome in modern dreffes, 
fome in ancient, and fome in armour. ; 
& | was about to inquire whom thefe paintings were defigned 
to commemorate, when my Cicerone began his le€ture.—Sir, 
faid he, I may, withoat'vanity, congratulate you on having now 
on all fides of you, fome of the greatett men that ever lived.— 
You, Sir, are of an ancient family as well as myfelf—the 
Blazons and the ——-s may thew their pedigree again any, 
north or fowth of the Tweed.—lI am therefore fure, Sir, it maft 
give you pleafure to fee the pains I have taken to keep up the 
refpeet due to family ; for let me tell yoo, it is not making this 
fellow an earl, and that a duke, that will render them our equals 
—let them produce their pedigree, my good friend, and thew 
fuch a facceffion as I can, and then I will fay,—my lord, or 
our grace, the king has done great things for you ; but for the 
ft coronetin the treafury F would not lofe the appellation of 
am ancient gentleman to be called a new-made peer.—Thefe 
Mr. —— I fhould have told you are my anceltors, at leaft as 
many of them as exift on canvas—there is not a link wanting in 
the pedigrec-that I keep fafe in this iron cheft fcrewed to the 
ficor.—T his cane, continued he, taking up a fmall ftick of that 
fort which Thad not yet noticed, I keep to point out to my 
friends the portrait I would direét their attention to ; and worth. 
lefs as it appears in the eyes of fuch as do not refpeé antiquity 
and long poffeffion, I would not part with it for my lord mayor's 
mace. This cane, Sir, belonged to my father’s great grand- 
father, Thomas Blazon, who was an adjutant in the king’s army 
at the battle of Eagehill, and with this very cane, Sir, he 
ufed to enforce his regimental orders-—But now let ws tarn our 
attention to the portraits. 

Iwas now dinned with—this is my father, and this my mo- 
ther; this is my uncle, and this my aunt, &c. &c. with an acre 
of pedigree to each name, an enumeration of the families into 
which fifth and fixth coufins had married, an account of all the 
admirers each lady had had, and whatever had diftinguithed the 
gentlemen. 

At length we arrived at an old foldier ; he happened to hate 
fhared the honours of the capture of Terouenne, though by 
what I could iearo, in avery humble department ; but what 
rendered .bim flill more remarkabie, and lefs a favourite than 
the refi with shis piousdefcendant, was, that he firft difcontinued 
the family praétice of ityling:themielves de Blazon, 

In about three hours we finithed. with Walter de Blazon, the 
founder of the race, who was, if the g«nealogy is faithfal, hars 
binger 
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binger to William Rufus, I exprefled my. afonithment at the 
antiquity of the portrait ; an oil-painting of that date, would 
have been a greater curiofity than any thing [ had feen, except- 

ing my illuftriogs condufter; but [ was informed, that as to 

have fet out in his feries of portraits, with a chafm, would have 

been uncouth, he had employed a painter to fabricate a gene-— 
ration or twomthe drefs, faid he, we could eafily adjuit ; and 

as for the features, 1 made the painter ftudy the family cha- 

rater of countenance, and: confider the adtions of thofe he 

painted, and I dare fay thefe would be found very tolerable 

likeneffes. 

After a declamatioa on the depravity of modern opinion, 
when riches were fo much more efteemed than tamily, I hoped 
my (penance was at an end.—-A penance which had been figgu- 
larly grievous of its kind, for I could not have thought it poffible 
that fo little worth any thing could have been collected, or that 
fo many generations-fhould have pafled away without one per- 
fon having become famous any where but athome. I did not 
at all difcover that the blood which flowed in the veins of the 
Blazons was better than that of ‘the reft of the world, They 
had been for many years paft but fimple country gentlemen, 
and, in the earliertimes, like the reft of the gentry of this king~ 
dom, foldiers ; yet of thefe no great exploits have been tran{- 
mitted : they had lived, they had married, they had died, and 
had it mot been for my friend’s infirmity they had been for» 

gotten. 

We now adjourned tothe dining-room. I had almoft gazed 
away my appetite, and well it was that I had done fo, for here 
were no figns of the Blazon hofpitality. We fat down toa 
meal, not only homely, but fcanty :—as the Hebridian traveller 
fays, ‘‘I believe they caught a fowl and killed it.”—To in- 
troduce myfelf colloquialiy to Mrs. Blazon, { remarked on the 
{pacioufnels of the gallery we had vifited, and from her reply 
colleéted that this mania of her hufband’s was an obftacle to her 
peace, and this new ereCtion the caufe of the frugality I wit- 
nefied, : 

Feeling myéelf little inclined to bear with good-humour a 
fpecies of folly that in its confequences was melancholy, and too 
plainly perceiving that the exertion made to entertaia me would 
require the atonement of many a meagre day, I withitood all 
Mr. Blazon’s urgency, and purfued my journey the fame evening ; 
and, at the inn where { put up for the night, learnt that he and 
his pifture- gallery furnithed mirth for the whole riding, white 

the unprovided {tate of his wife and.childrea excited univerfsl 
pity and indignation. ; 
4F2 Anfuer, 
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Anfuer, by W. Baker, of Somerton, to J. Lovibond’s Charade, 
inferted O&ober 1. 


HE fertile Farm in every field, 
Its produce copiouwfly doth vield ; 
Fr is the Scripture name I find, 
Which to your firft muft be combin’d, 


Confpicuous I a FARMER foond, 
Deftin’d to cultivate the ground ; 
© may his labours never ceafe, 
To be replenith’d with increafe ! 


F 41+ We have received the like anfwer from W. Goodden, 


of Somerton. 





On/wer, by W. Goodden, of Somerton, to Maria Tridrille’s 
enigmatical Lift of Parifoes, inferted April 2. 


1. Bruton. 

2. Pitcomb. 
3- Lamyatt. 
4- Milton. 

5. Batcombe. 
6. Evercreech, 
7. Ditcheat. 
8. Ansford. 
g- Pennard. 


10. Hornblatten. 


11, Lydford, 
12. Lovington, 


§li§ We have received the like anfwer from W. Baker, of 


Somerton. 





13. Alford. 
14. Barrow. 
15. Sparkford, 
160. Queen-Camel. 
17. Wetton, 
18. Sutton, 
1g. Cadbury. 
zo. Babeary. 
21. Compton, 
22. Blackford. 
23. Yarlington. 
24. Bratton. 





4 QUESTION, éy F. Mackey, of Plymouth. 


HERE isa field in form of a right-angled triangle, the 
cube of the fhorteft fide or bafe multiplied by the fquare 
of the perpendicular. is equal 432 chains. Quere its area, the 


hypothenufe being equal 5 chains? 


4 CHARADE, 
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len, 


Ile’ s 


» of 
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the 
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4A CHARADE, dy an Officer. 


ART of yourfelf my firft you'll find, 
A border is my-next to tell $ 
My whole belongs to woman kind, 
Aad ornaments my firit full well. 
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4 REBUS, by Scrutator, of ‘Bridport. 


E riddling wits, firft make appear 
A market-town in Dorfethhire ; 
Next the renown’d Peleus’ fon, 
Whofe mighty arm great feats has done ; 
Pray then a rural God detett, 
Who does the corn from blafts protect 3 
And now I beg you'd thow to me, 
The famous Herc’les’ fav’rite tree. 
Join th’ initials, if you pleafe, 
‘Then you will find a fith with eafe, 





4 LADY’s ATTIRE, exigmatically defcribed, by F. Bafer- 


ville, of Plymouth. 


ie VYUPITER’s head, the initial letter of the name of Minos’s 


3. Half a mafe, and a tree, 


4. 
5 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9: 

10. 

11. 

12. 


13. 
flain 


14- 


POETRY, 


daughter, and the tail of an inftrament ufed by Apollo. 

2. One-fifth of a Lydian King, ‘and the prefent time 
tranfpofed. 
To defire, adding a letter, and a robber, changing a letter. 
A weapon, and one. third of an Heathen deity. 
Inclination, changing a vowel, 
To prevent, adding part of what we are all guilty of. 
A flight paffion, part of a fortrefs inverted, and a grains 
A coin’s initial, to regard, and part of a fairy nymph. 
An opprobrious name for a mechanic inverted. 
Half an ufefulinftrament, and a vowel. 
The fame tranfpofed. 
A city in Germany tranfpofed, and the head of a robber 
by Hercules. 
Half a privilege, and half a guard tranfpofed. 














P BT Ro Ye 


E Lb B G Y 
Written on the Plain of Fontenoy. 


HILL blows the blaft, and twilight’s dewy hand 
Draws in the welt her dufky veil away ! 
A deeper thadow fteals along the land, 
And natore mufes at thedeath of day ! 


Near this bleak wafte no friendly manfton rears 
Its walls, where mirth and focial joys refound, 
Boteach fed obje& melts the foul to tears, 
While horror treads the fcatter’d bones around. 


As thus, alone and comfortlefs I ream, 
Wet with the drizling rain, I figh fincere ; 
I caft a fond look tow’rds my native home, 
And think that valiant Britons perith’d here, 


Yes, the time was, nor very far the date, 
When carnage here her crim{on toil began ; 
When nations’ ftandards wav’d im haughty ftate, 
And man the murd’rer met the murder’d man ; 


For war is murder, though the voice of Kings 
Has ftyl’d it juftice, fiyl’d it glory too! 

Yet from wortt motives fierce ambition {prings, 
And there, fix’d prejudice is all we view ! 


Bot fure, ’tis Heaven’s immutable decree, 
For thovfands ev’ry age in fight to fall ; 

Some nat’ral caofe prevails, we cannot fee, 
And that is fate, which we ambition call, 


O let 
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O let th’ afpiring wartior think with grief, 
That as produc’d by chymic art refin’d ; 

So glitt’ring conqueft, from the laurel leaf 
Extraéts a gen’ral poifon for mankind, 


Here let him wander at the midnight hour, 
Thefe vg | rains, thefe gelid gales to meet ; 

And mourn, like me, the ravages of pow’r! 
And feel, like me, that vidt’ry is defeat! 


Nor deem ye vain! that e’er I mean to fwell 
My feeble verfe with many a founding name ; 
Of fuch, the mercenary bard may tell, 
And call fuch dreary defolation, fame. 


The genuine mufe removes the thin difguife 

That cheats the world whene’er the deigns to fing ; 
And full as meritorious to her eyes 

Seems the poor foldier as the mighty king. 


Alike I fhun inlabour’d ftrain to thow 

How Britain more than triumph’d, though fhe fled ; 
Where Lewis ftood, where ftalk’d the column flow ; 

{ turn from thefe, and dwell upon the dead. 


Yet much my beating brealt refpeéts the brave ; 
Too well I love them not to mourn their fate ; 

Why thould they feek for greatnefs in the grave ? 
Their hearts are noble, and in death they’re great. 


Nor think ’tis but in war the brave excel, 
“* To valour ev’ry virtue is allied |” 

Here faithful friendfhip ’mid the battle fell, 
And love, true love, in bitter anguith died. 


Alas! the folemn flaughter I retrace, 

That checks life’s current circling through my veins, 
Bath’d in moift forrow, many a beauteous face, 

And gave a grief, perhaps, that ftill remains. 


I can no more—an agony too keen 
Abforbs my fenfes, and my mind fabdueg, 
Hard were that heart which here could beat ferene, 


Or the juft tribute of a pang refule. B 
ut 
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But lo! through yonder op’ning clouds afar 

Shoots the bright planet’s fanguinary ray 
That bears thy name, fiétitious lord of war! 

And with red luftre guides my lonely way. 


Then Fontenoy farewell! Yet much I fear, 
(Wherever chance my courfe compels) to find 

Difcord and blood—the thrilling founds I hear, 
The noife of battle hurtles in the wind. 


From barb’rous Turkey to Britannia’s fhore, 
Oppofing int’refts into rage increafe ; 
Deftru&ion rears ber iceptre, tumults roar, 
Ah! where thal! haplefs man repofe in peace ? 





Epigram on a fwindling Mufician, who lately decamped 
from a capital Town. 


IS time was fhort, his touch was neat, 
Our gold he freely finger’ ; 
Alert alike with hands and feet, 
His movements have not linger’d. 


But where’s the wonder of the cafe, 
A moment’s thought deteéts ir, 
His pra@ice has been thorough ba/i, 

A chord will be his exit. 


Yet while we blame his hafty flight, 
Our cenfure may be rath, 

A traveller is furely right 
To change his notes for cath, 








Epitaph on a Perfon who hanged bimfelf on an Oak, and 


was buried under it. 


IGH on fome limb of this moft fatal oak, 
Death to a mortal gave his powerful flroke 3 
And under it he lies in mouldering ftate, 
His cruel ftars have fo deftin’d his tate. 
Ah, gentle reader! pity bis fad end, 
And think you’ve room enough for to amend. 


c. Cc, 








